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Bristol Bay in the News, June 11, 2013 

Bristol Bay in the News, June 14, 2013 

The Seattle Times published a strong editorial that Bristol Bay should be protected from 

the epic scale of the proposed Pebble Mine, which creates deep concerns about impacts 

on rivers, streams and wetlands. 

The editorial board writes: "Plans for a massive copper and gold mine at the headwaters 

of Bristol Bay represent a long-term hazard to the health of an extraordinary source of 

wild salmon." Emphasizing the natural resources and commercial bounty of the fishery, 

the opinion concludes: "Protect a valuable resource from an avoidable and artificial 

hazard." 

Sen. Lisa Murkowski had strong words for the Pebble Partnership in Alaska recently and 

said the mine backers aren't helping themselves by not disclosing a plan. "As a 

policymaker who spends most of my days saying there is a process we need to follow, I 

have a tough time telling the state to chop it off at the knees. But I'll tell you one thing: 

Pebble isn't doing itself any favors by not giving more definition to its plans. They have 

documents to the moon, but no images or mine plans. The best thing Pebble could do is 

lay it on the table so we have something real to deal with." 

In the Beltway, Politico covered the battle over Pebble Mine behind the scenes, 

chronicling some of the opposition to the mine, reporting on the EPA process and big 

spending on lobbying by the Pebble backers. 
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Protect Alaska's Bristol Bay 

Editorial 

The Seattle Times 

PLANS for a massive copper and gold mine at the headwaters of Bristol Bay represent a 

long-term hazard to the health of an extraordinary source of wild salmon ... C F 

Over a Kodiak beer, Murkowski discusses Frankenfish 
Laine Welch 

Anchorage Daily News 

Salmon setnet families streamed out of Kodiak all week, headed to their sites to get ready 

for the June 9 season opener. Their departures wrapped up a busy week of Memorial Day 

festivities on "the rock," including festivals, fleet blessings, a landslide on Cannery Row and 

visits by both of Alaska's U.S. senators... l 

Bay is sustainable, creates jobs; Mine would hurt fishing industry 
Letters to the Editor 

The Seattle Times 

David Harsila,President, Alaska Independent Fishermen's Marketing Association 

Travis Campbell, CEO, Far Bank Enterprises 

I appreciate that The Seattle Times recognizes the incredible economic contributions and 

jobs of the Bristol Bay salmon fishery and how much that means to Washington state 

["Editorial: Protect Bristol Bay," Opinion, June 2]. The Times calls it right when it says Bristol 

Bay's American jobs and sustainable natural environment deserve protection now ... C 

In Alaska, planned mine pits salmon against gold 
Erica Martinson 

Politico 

An Alaska mining proposal that hasn't even gotten off the drawing board is inspiring a 

ferocious lobbying campaign on Capitol Hill ... r 

Huge proposed Alaska mine could be next big environmental controversy for 
Obama 
Claire Thompson 

Grist 

While environmental groups have been pouring energy into opposing the Keystone XL 

pipeline, a less talked-about fight in Alaska is bubbling over into what The Washington Post 

says "may be one of the most important environmental decisions of President Obama's 

second term": whether to allow construction of a massive mine near Bristol Bay, one of the 
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most productive salmon fisheries in the world (supplying half the world's sockeye salmon) 

and home to potentially vast reserves of gold and copper ... ( 

Pebble Mine comment period extended 
Bart French 

Billings Gazette 

The Environmental Protection Agency has extended the comment period for the 

controversial Pebble Mine in Alaska that would affect one of the nation's most productive 

sockeye salmon fisheries ... 

Dispute over Pebble project draws scant attention in Lower 48 
Juliet Eilperin 

Anchorage Daily News 

A dispute over a proposed copper and gold mine near Bristol Bay may be one of the most 

important environmental decisions of President Obama's second term --yet few in the 

Lower 48 are even aware that the fight is happening... l 

The Biggest Environmental Dispute no one wants to Talk About 
Lawrence Karol 

Take Part 

The controversy over the Canada-to-Nebraska Keystone XL pipeline project has been in the 

news for a while now, most recently following an announcement that the Obama 

administration won't make a decision on its fate until later this year. Meanwhile, another 

important environmental dispute is occurring largely under the radar in southwestern 

Alaska ... r ,: ... ' 
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